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Who Can Measure?
Edwin Raymond

T

H E GREATEST of all themes in all of .the

breadth and expanse of this universe,,
surely is that of the love of God
in Christ. No one could ever measure
that, and the
most
hopeless
of all men, is he who hopes to try
anything in the way of such measuring.
Nowhere else is the weakness and limitation of human language so appallingly
apparent, as when it comes bed-rock down
to this great theme of the love of God in
Christ. And in certain, holy sense we can
be glad that it is so. We can be glad indeed, that here is a mystery which must
forever remain a mystery. In such a, day
as this when science is pushing its knowing tools and ways into corners hitherto
unknown and undreamed of; in such a
day when mysteries are becoming fewer
and further between because of the extent
of knowledge and research and undertaking, it is grand to know that here is a
mystery which cannot be probed and coldly catalogued into the sum of human
gathering . . .
Some one approached a preacher upon
one occasion, and with arrogance propounded the foolish qquestion, "Explain
God to m e ! " Well, if the arrogant antagonist hoped to form a question which
would "stump" the preacher, leaving him
without possible answer, here indeed was
such a question. But then, the preacher
was a knowing man in more ways than
one, and with soft voice gave reply, "My
dear sir, I am glad that your question
cannot be answered. I tremble to think
that it could, for then we would not have
a God worth knowing and serving and
loving!" And—who could give better
answer?
When I was a young chap in Sunday
School, I suppose that John 3:16 was one
of the first verses which I learned. And
yet, as I have grown older (and I trust, a
bit wiser) I come more and more to real-
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ize that the "gospel in miniature" cannot
really be learned. Of course, the young
lips can quite easily frame the letters, and
the heart growing along with the years and
linked by faith to this Lord of John 3:16,
can take up the lettering with perhaps
more of intelligence, enough to preach or
to sing or to write about it . . . and yet
with more and more of the feeling of
mystery and wonder and marvel concerning the whole. "For God so loved the
world . . . " ; and the older we get, the
more of the sin and iniquity of the world
becomes increasingly and sorrowfully real,
and the more we come to see and to be
burdened by the heedlessness and heartlessness and hardness of the hearts of humans. Yes beloved, THIS WORLD, "God
so loved . . . that He gave His only begotten Son". And perhaps it is well that
words must stagger away; for it is better
that words be replaced by worship, and we
rise from our desks and books to fall
prostrate at His feet and with dear Thomas
of old to cry, "My Lord and My God!"
And let us remember that this Wonderful
One woos our worship far above and beyond anything else that we could give!

And then from John I turn to Paul and
read that worship-word from the depths of
his soul, and feel more than ever, the limitations of language and the better part of
no words, and a heart filled with worship
in place. "The Son of God Who loved me
and gave Himself for me". For here I go
from the "world" of John 3, to the "me"
of Galatians 2. And when I take a good,
hard look at this "ME" with all that I
used to be and think and act before He
laid hold upon my black, guilty soul . . .
ah! what love that bowed down and lifted
me u p ! And that, beloved, ought always
to be fresh and vivid to mind and heart
for all the days of pilgrim passage. It is
ghastly tragedy when the course of the
years has crusted the heart so that it has
degenerated from the crucial to the comand we become like those ' adAAA AA A AA AAAAAAAA A A .•1A.t. A AA AA A A Amonplace,
A
vanced fundamentalists" at Ephesus, of
whom the Lord had to weep and be woundThe Use of Thorns
ed over . . . "thou hast left thy first love."
Eagles put thorns in their nests and
cover them with down. When the young
eagle is large enough to fly, the old birds
pull the down out and leave the thorns
naked. The young bird cannot stay in the
nest, but climbs to the edge, and then the
old bird pushes it over and it instinctly
spreads its wings. So our heavenly Father
uncovers thorns that we may wing our
way to something better.—ViiUnown

<*

Some time ago I ran across this deep
word from the heart of McCheyne . . .
"The love of Christ is like the blue sky
into which you may see clearly, but the
real vastness of which you cannot measure". Is that not so good and so true?
And if that dear heart would come here to
our day and stand in our midst. I believe
that he would give that word as his testimony. And perhaps he would say it with

December 25, 1950
"strong crying and tears", because we
stand desperately in the need of such a
word. We are so busy and we know so
much. We have departmentalized all doctrine and even such a theme as the love of
Christ has alas! become dustily filed away
with other truth, well known to the head,
but stranger to the heart. But then, here
is truth for, '"on fire"; not alas! for "on
file"!
Unmeasured love, beloved . . . and yet
again I would say that in particular sense,
it can be measured. It can be measured by
the return of our love, in the spirit of dear
Peter on that misty morn when he cried
aloud, "Lord Thou knowest all things;
Thou knowest that I love Thee". As the
grand hymn says, '"Love so amazing, so
divine . . . DEMANDS my soul, my life,
my all". And so the question arrows back;
do we verily love Him Who so loved us?
He Who gave His all for us, desires the
"investment" of our heart and life in
whole, holy love for His precious Person.
And beloved, when we so love Him, then,
and only then, shall all things be proper
and set aright for His praise and for our
spiritual welfare and fruitage.
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Editorial
'THE TOUCHSTONE FOR THE NEW YEAR"
"TOUCHSTONE" is a kind of black
siliceous stone that is used to test the
purity of gold and silver by the mark remaining on the stone when rubbed with
the metal; hence a standard or criterion
by which to test quality. It appears to me
tbat as we stand on the threshold of another New Year facing the critical situation of this present world we shall need
to be Christians of unusual quality.

A

The touchstone which we believe will
assure maximum Christian living for the
New Year might well be summarized in
the word "Obedience." This conclusion is
based on the authority of God's Word.
The place of obedience in the Bible begins with the account of Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:16, 17; 3:11).
Nothing is said in these verses of faith,
humility and love; but rather obedience
to the commandment. Obedience is stressed at the close of Revelation (Rev. 2 2 : 1 4 ) .
Thus from Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained, the law is unchangeable — it is
obedience-
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The touchstone of obedience also has
precious fruits. The first is freedom.
Obedience to the truth not only purifies
the heart but liberates the soul from the
dominion of worldliness and the tyranny
of circumstances unto servants of obedience unto righteousness.
Another fruit of obedience is power.
The Holy Spirit is given to them who
The touchstone of the reality of man's
obey. With the infilling of the Holy Spirit
repentance and faith is obedience to the
we have the promise of power. It is then
commandments. "By faith Abraham obeythat the obedient man has but a single
ed." Obedience is the first step into holi-aim and that life is given both purpose
ness and the basic foundation for our love
and meaning.
to Christ and our fellowmen. "Seeing ye
Then again, this obedience brings a man
have purified your souls in obeying the
to
peace. It is peace with God, with others
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one and with himself. This reconciliation is
another with a pure heart fervently" the very heart of the generous offer of
(I Peter 1:22). "If ye love me keep my God made to His children in Jesus. This
wonderful experience ought to move Chriscommandments."
tians in every age to wonder and praise
Many years ago, Moses the esteemed and devoted service.
leader of Israel, whom God used as a
Thus through the touchstone of obedimouthpiece, declared a universal principle ence do we come into that maximum of
of maximum living. "Behold, I set before life and live in the real sense of the word
you this day a blessing and a curse; a as Jesus experienced it.—/• F. L.
blessing if ye obey the commandments of
the Lord your God, which I command you
this day: and a curse, if ye will not obey
the commandments of the Lord your God."
Christian Humility
(Deut. 11:27, 2 8 ) . That is the key note of
the Blessed Life.
Humility before God is nothing if not
The secret of true obedience is found in proved in humility before men. It is even
Jesus Christ. It is said of Him, "Though so in the teaching of Paul. To the Romans
He were a Son, learned He obedience by he writes: "In honor perferring one anthe things which he suffered; and being other." "Set not your mind on high things,
made perfect. He became the author of but condescend to those that are lowly."
eternal salvation through obedience unto "Be not wise in your own conceit."
all them that obey. Through the disTo the Corinthians: Love (and there is
obedience of Adam all were made sinners, no love without humility as its root)
so through the obedience of the One shall "vaunteth not itself, seeketh not its own,
many be made righteous-"
is not provoked.''
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To the Galatians: "Through love be
servants one of another. Let us not be
desirous of vain glory, provoking one another envying one another."
To the Ephesians, immediately after the
three wonderful chapters on the heavenly
life: "Therefore, walk with all lowliness
and meekness,, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love."
"Giving
thanks always, subjecting yourselves in the
fear of Christ."
To the Philippians: "Do nothing
through faction or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind, each esteeming other better than himself. Have the mind in you
which was also in Christ Jesus, who
emptied Himself, taking the form of a
servant, and humbled himself."
And to the Colossians: "Put on a heart
of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another
and forgiving each other,, even as Christ
forgave you." It is in our relation to one
another, in our treatment of one another,
that true lowliness of mind and the heart
of humility are to be seen.—Andrew
Murray.
If the devil never roars, the Church will
never sing. —C. H. Spurgeon.

" N o Taste For It?"
A very proper view of John Wesley is
had in this comment, "The devil does not
like field preaching; neither do I. I love
a commodious room, a soft cushion, a
handsome pulpit; but where is my zeal
if I do not trample all these under foot in
order to save one more s o u l ? "
Wesley did have genius, but this would
not have put him far in accomplishment
for God if it had not been for his selfmastery—if it had not been that he laid
aside that for which he had no natural
taste just because he care for the souls
of men.
Some men called to this ministry could
be better-informed, better-trained, more
efficient if they would devote themselves
to their studies and their reading, But,
alas, they have no taste for their studies so
they do not study.
Some so-called ministers realize in some
measure the great possibilities in pastoral
calling in constant, faithful, prayerful pastoral work; but they have no taste for it,
so they do not do it. No self-mastery, you
see.
Where is the love of Christ which constrained P a u l ? Where is the zeal which
possessed Wesley?
Isn't it too bad for a man to be just
ordinary—by his own consent?
Young man, if you are going to do anything about this, do it soon; do it now.
Shortly your habits will be fixed.
—Selected..
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What About
Formosa?
Samuel

Wolgemuth

F

ORMOSA was the only place on our trip
thus far that gave one the feeling of
immediate danger. As our plane came in
over Taipeh, the stewardess went from
seat to seat and closed the window shades.
This is done so that enemy agents or sympathizers might be kept from observing
gun emplacements, aircraft and fortifications which are so numerous throughout
the entire island. It also was the one
country where soldiers and officials looked questioningly at the camera I carried.

The story here, however, is just the same
as Japan. Many more spirit-filled workers who are in love with the Lord Jesus
are needed now. Thousands have been
seeking the Lord, but they are only babes
in Christ and need someone to nurture
them in the WordOne of the most precious experiences I
have had thus far has been my contact
with the aboriginal Christians who live in
the Formosan mountains. This work is
nothing short of a modern day miracle.

There surely can be no question that
Formosa is in a precarious position today.
The eyes of the western world are constantly turned in this direction. This is
especially true with the turn of events in
Korea. It is quite evident that this last
stronghold of the Chinese Nationalists is
also on the time-table of the communists.
How soon, no one knows.

Less than twenty years ago the first one
of these people was saved. She was a lady
past middle age who had come down from
the mountains and heard about the Lord
Jesus and His power to save. She was
gloriously saved and became a real witness to the power of God. She was persuaded by Mr. Dixon to attend Bible
School, so that she might learn the Word,
and then go back as a witness to her own
people.
She had been back only a short time
when the Japanese occupational police,
having heard of her and what she was
doing, decided that her ministry must be
stopped. The word was taken to her with
the threat that if she continued she would
be severely punished. The fire that had
begun to burn in her soul could not be

The heartening thing to me, however, is
the fact that the few missionaries who are
on the field here are working and planning
as though there were no danger. Their
tireless work has been a real challenge to
my own heart. One afternoon I went with
Mrs. Dixon to her many street Sunday
Schools. In that single afternoon she, with
Christian young people f r o m various
churches, conducted nine- I shall never
forget the thrill of seeing those children
come running when she started playing
her accordion. The people along the street
call her the Jesus woman. What a calling!
Rev. James Dixon, head of the Canadian
Presbyterian mission in Taipeh is pleading for more workers. . The field is open
wide, but the workers are so few. He
despairs at the idea that has been voiced
by some people that its too late to work
in Formosa, and little money should be
invested. This is the day to reap a real
harvest for the Lord here, and the church
of Jesus Christ should give it the best she
has.
It was my privilege to speak in a number of the churches throughout the island.
The thing that has thrilled my heart was
the evidence of the deep moving of the
Holy Spirit in the nominal church. Revival has begun among the Christians, and
I believe it is but the beginning of a
great manifestation of the power of God.
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extinguished that easily and she went right
ahead with her work. Soon, however, the
little meetings she conducted had to be
held in huts after night. The police were
determined the work should cease and
were severely persecuting any of the Christians they could findOne young man who heard the gospel
from this elderly lady accepted Christ and
became a zealous worker. He went from
village to village telling the people about
the Lord. Numbers came to hear him and
many were saved. One night he was capture by two Japanese police who took him
to jail and took turns beating him during
the entire night. In the morning when the
officers were too exhausted to beat him any
more, one of them hit him over the head
with a club and he lay unconscious for
two days. He regained consciousness at
the end of that time and immediately
began witnessing for the Lord. The police
were laying in wait for him, and again
took him to the station. This time they
took him out in the hot sun to cut grass
around the town building. At night several guards took turns keeping him from
sleeping. This kind of treatment was carried on for a full week until he finally
lost his mind. Since that time the Lord
has healed him and he is still faithfully
witnessing.
Through leadership like this the aboriginal church continues to grow- During
the late war the Japanese tried at different
times to burn all the Bibles that taught
the people about the "western God." All
these trying circumstances have driven the
Christians deeper in the Word and closer
to the Lord. Whenever the devil tries to
destroy the Word of God, it is but driven
deeper into the hearts of the Christians.
Mr. Dixon states that when he returned
after the war he found a church of about
six thousand. He realized immediately
that they need a Bible School of their
own. The school was established on the
East coast and today forty young men are
training for work among their own people.
In every village where the gospel is
preached and people accept Christ a little
church is established. The people get together and erect a building. They supply
the money, material and labor themselves,
and in most of the villages it is easy to
tell which is the church, because its the
best building in town. What a testimony!
Today there is a church of over 16,000
among these people. God has been working mightily among them. The faithful
witnessing of these early Christians of
only a decade ago is bearing an abundant
harvestIt is not an easy thing to become a
member of one of these mountain churches. There are three questions that every
applicant must answer affirmatively before
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he can be baptized and become a member.
First, have you quit smoking and drinking? These are prevalent sins among
these mountain folk, but it dare not be a
part of the church. Second, have you won
at least one other soul to Christ since
you've been saved? Everyone of them is
taught from the beginning that he must
become a witness aming his own people.
And third, do you spend some time each
day in reading the Bible and prayer? Is
there any wonder why a church like this
would grow? It cannot help but grow.
For the last several years one of the
medical units of the Mennonite Central
Committee has been working in these
mountain areas. I had the privilege of
being with this unit for a short time.
Glenn Graber, who is in charge, has caught
a vision of the work and is doing a great
job for the Lord. He has three fine Christian native boys who go with him constantly in his work. I found no finer
Christians anywhere in Formosa than these
young men. Glen says they are the best on
the island. The only thing that hinders
their work now is the fact that they need
a Christian doctor. They are definitely
praying that the Lord will supply one
soon. Let us join in prayer for this needWhen they go to a village, they set up
their own little camp. From 8 to 9 in the
morning they conduct a period of worship
with the folk who have come for treatment. From 9 until noon, they minister to
the physical needs of the people. After
lunch another period of worship and Bible
teaching. Following that, clinic work.
Then each evening they conduct evangelistic services. My own soul was enriched
as I had the privilege of being with them
and hearing the accounts of victory.
Let us continue to pray that God will
supply the needs of these great endeavors
on the island, and that the Lord may be
pleased to withhold the hand of war, so
that many more of these dear people on
the island of Formosa may find the Lord
ere He comes!
> m*m <

Dr. T. Tscuchiyama on his death-bed
said: "Japan's greatest tragedy will be
God's greatest opportunity."

Final Question
At the end of life we shall not be asked
how much pleasure we had in it, but how
much service we gave in it; not how full
it was of success, but how full it was of
sacrifice; not how happy we were, but how
helpful we were; not how ambition was
gratified, but how love served.
—Hugh

Black.
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A Christmas
Message
M. L. Dohner
Hebrews 1:1-3. God spoke to the
TEXT:patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the
Judges, Job and Moses not as from behind
a curtain, but directly (face to face), and
then to their seed, the Hebrews, by the
Prophets, to whom He spoke through
dreams, visions and various but unmistakable manners, so that they would say
that God hath spoken. Then He Himself
appeared in human form to make His personal manifestation to us. Phil. 1:6, 7.
God appointed Him universal power with
Himself, converting and cleansing the
souls of men, healing their bodies, performing miracles of which changing water
into wine was the first, feeding the multitudes, raising the dead, laying down his
own life on Calvary (and yet not committ-

That I Might Be
Charles R.

Stump

Would that I might be
More and more like Thee,
Dear Christ! All Thy ways
Help me to understand
And hold firmly to Thy hand,
Thou Christ of Calvary—
God's Holy Word and Spirit be
My guide, my passion and destiny.
Oh, that I might be
From all Sin's error free!
Walk by faith and humility
In search of lost humanity.
And finding love my fellow men more
Because Christ on Calvary bore
My shame, my sins and iniquity.
—Marion, Indiana.

ing suicide), taking His own blood and
sprinkling a sanctuary not made by human
hands.
In these last days (the Gospel dispensation) God hath spoken unto us through
supernatural impulses whether by Word,
vision, dream, circumstances, happenings
or something said by someone that strikes
home.
I said He appeared in human form,
yes, as a babe of a human mother! That
is why we have Christmas, to celebrate His
birth. Though there is much wrong doing
connected with Christmas, yet I am glad
for the observance, if for no other reason
tiian that it is when the atheists and infidels get a message, a message that comes
at least once a year, that there is a God
and a Savior, Jesus Christ.
I marvel that so much can be said in
so few words as is written in this third
verse. It reminds me of testimonies we
often hear—much packed in a few words
•—such as " I am saved, sanctified, healed,
and ready to meet the Lord." That is very
inclusive and can be real, thank God!
Just a glance at this verse takes us back
before the foundation of the world, revealing God in His glory—that glory so
far beyond anything glorious ever yet revealed in vision, word or thought. We
also see that God has been manifested to
all mankind in every dispensation, revealing their sins and their redemption in
Christ, God's great love and justice through
intercession; and the eternities to come.
God helping us, we shall not miss it.
We hear it said so many days until
Christmas. "Do your shopping early."
The public square in our nearby city has
been elaborately decorated since Thanksgiving day, to stir our minds with the season. Oh, that our hearts might be stirred
with the true enthusiastic spirit of the
Christ, the greatest and most essential
gift for each of us. If we do not receive
God's gift to the world, all these earthly
gifts will eventually be lost to us, and
heaven's gates will be closed that we may
not enter. Your Gift is already wrapped
and waiting for you. Get your's early.
Get your's today if you have not already
done so. Hurry!
(A condensation of the message given
by Bishop M. L. Dohner on December 3,
1950, to his home
congregation-)
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My
Bona

Fleming

HAVE been telling what the Lord has
done for my soul, and I have been asked
to give a little of my experience of Divine
healing, on August 6, 1930, at Mooers,
New York. Mooers is in the northeast
corner of New York State, about two miles
from Canada and about ten miles from
Vermont. I was there in the great camp
meeting. I had preached on Sunday afternoon, and on Monday night, August 4, I
was stricken with appendicitis, with awful
suffering. Tuesday morning. August 5, a
nurse who was on the ground was brought
to my room, and she told me I had a very
bad case of appendicitis. They put cold
packs on my side and did everything they
could, on the ground, for me that day. I
thought I would get better, but I grew
worse, and suffered intensely. I always
have been strong and healthy, had scarcely
known what suffering was, since I was a
child. They seemed to think that I di<d not
know how bad I was. When I requested
some medicine to help me sleep, it had no
effect on me; so I reached over and got
all the medicine the nurse left and took it
all at one dose. I went to sleep and got
some rest.

I

The next morning, August 6th, I was
much worse. Things looked very dark.
The folks around the camp began to get
uneasy, very much so. I had been told it
was a bad case of appendicitis, so we sent
to Champlain, New York, to get a good
physician. Everyone seemed to have great
confidence in him. He came twelve miles
to see me. He gave me a thorough examination and told me I was in a very bad
condition, that I must go to the hospital
as soon as they could get me there. They
told me he was a religious man; his pastor was on the ground. I told him that I
would have to pray about it before I went
to the hospital, that for years I had not
gone into anything without first praying.
His eyes filled with tears and he said,
"Brother Fleming, it is all right to pray,
but you got to go to the hospital and don't
put if off.
Gangrene might set in, you
don't know your condition; with your
strong heart and body, you do not realize
the suffering you are in." He would not
take a cent for the trip, he said he could
not charge me anything, as I was so far
away from home. My wife and two little
boys were with me on the grounds; we
were driving that summer; he told them to
take me to the hospital.

*•

As soon as the doctor left, they backed
a large Packard car up to the cottage door
and got me into it, and drove me to Plattsburg, New York, to one of the best equipped hospitals in the country. Some of the
greatest surgeons in the nation are there.
They did not let me tell my two little boys
goodbye. One of the preachers, his wife,
my wife and Brother Fitch, a merchant at
Mooers, got into the car with me, and
Brother Fitch, who owned the car rushed
me to the hospital. They put me in a
chair at the hospital and rolled me through
the hall to the elevator and took me up to
the fourth floor. They undressed me and
put me in bed. The doctor came in and
gave me an examination, blood test and
all of the tests that they give to people
who have appendicitis. They asked me if I
was willing to be operated on (I suppose
someone had told them that I was a little
slow about being operated o n ) . I said,, "If
it has to be done." The doctor said it ought
to be done, and that I was a day late then;
I should have been there a day sooner.
They had not let my wife come up to the
room yet. Three or four nurses and one
man nurse were with m e ; I knew there was
a little excitement; they got me ready;
painted me with iodine, put the bandages
around me. I was ready; no hand needed
to touch me any more until the surgeon's
knife was drawn. I asked how soon it
would be. They said, '"Five minutes." I
told them that I would have to talk with
my wife.
I was not exactly clear, the Holy Spirit
seemed to check me, and told me to pray.
They would not give me time to pray in
the cottage. They brought my wife in and
permitted Brother Long, the good Methodist preacher, his wife and Brother Fitch,
the merchant, to come in also. I told them
that I would have to have h e l p ; that the
Lord seemed to check me, and that I would
have to pray before I would let them
operate. The doctor told me not to put it
off, that it would be too bad if I did. I
told them to give me fifteen minutes and
asked everybody to leave the room—the
nurse, the doctors, my wife, the good
preacher and his wife, and the merchant.
I told them if they would give me fifteen
minutes alone with the Lord, and if then
there was no change, I would consent to
being operated on.
They all stepped out and closed the

December 25, 1950
door. I was all alone. I turned my face
to the wall and quoted the Scripture that
Hezekiah quoted to the Lord when he turned his face to the wall: "I beseech thee, 0
Lor3, remember how I have walked before
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and
have done that which is good in thy sight."
Now I added a little to this. I said: " 0
Lord, I have done my best; I have never
compromised with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, I have held Him up, that He could
save, sanctify and heal the people. I have
told it to the people in the East, West,
North and South—all over the nation and
out of it." I told the Lord that I had made
plenty of mistakes, but that He knew I
had done my best. I asked Him to heal
me, and said if He did not heal me in fiftteen minutes, I would be operated on, but
if He would heal me I would refuse the
operation. I said, "Lord, you see where I
am. I have promised to hold meetings for
many months ahead. You can heal me in
a moment."
In one minute or less time, the Lord
came in that room and went through me,
removed every ache, pain and all soreness
in a moment's time. I was as well as any
man that ever lived, or as I am this day;
there was no trace of the appendicitis left.
I got up, tore the bandages offj—just tore
them off. I did not take time to take the
pins loose. I threw my feet out of the bed.
My wife came in and I told her I was healed. She did not oppose me. I told her I
was going back to camp. The merchant
and the nurse came in, and one of the
nurses cried and said: "Mr. Fleming,
please get back in bed, the medicine may
have caused you to be excited." I told her
I wanted my clothes. She said that the
medicine had gotten me worked up, that I
would die if I left, to please get back in
bed and be quiet. I told her I could not
get back in the bed anymore. The Lord
had healed me and there was no danger of
my dying.
The merchant, a good sanctified man,
believed the Lord was able to heal, but
did not know about my leaving the hospital. But I kept putting on my clothes and
the nurse got another doctor to come in.
He seemed angry and he said: "You will
die and your wife can sue the hospital;
there is no one to sign your release."
(Someone had to sign the release before I
could get out of the hospital.) I told him
that I was well and had to go back to
Mooers camp meeting and preach. He
said: "No one will sign your release." I
(Continued on page thirteen)

If you have a dead religion, you have no
opposition. But those who have real life
are hated.—W. B. Musselman.
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HE tenth day after the disciples had
seen the Lord ascending (Acts 1:9)
was the Feast of Pentecost. The return of
this great annual feast would stir the heart
of every Jew, and make him feel the influence of its spirit. Thus the return of
Christmas or Easter influences our hearts.
The waiting disciples were no exception
to this. If we would understand this state
of mind just before receiving the Comforter, we must see what were the main
ideas connected with the feast. And if we
would share in the outpouring of the
Spirit, we must share in the spirit of the
Jewish Feast of Pentecost.

T

From Deuteronomy 16:10-12, we can
gather the feelings that would stir the
heart of every pious Jew on that day.
In the first place, each worshiper was
to bring '"a farewell offering," which he
was to give to the Lord his God. The
Pentecost of the Holy Ghost demands this
also. Unless there is a farewell offering of
one's whole self, we shall not experience
the feast. How easy it is to piously sing
songs of full surrender to God! And yet
how few of those who thus sing really
make a freewill offering to their God.
Those who do are henceforth not their
own. They are going to listen for God's
voice continually, and do His will at all
costs- Their lives will be given for the
salvation of .others from the power of
Satan. They are going to be as fruitful as
possible unto their Lord. Can I make a
freewill offering of myself to the Lord in
this manner? Well may I do so! He has
redeemed me with His precious blo,od. I
will lay my redeemed life at His feet for
Him to use as He sees bestSecondly, such consecration is not to be
made in a spirit of hard sacrifice, but of
joyful surrender. "Thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God." If we believe
God, we must rejoice; for we know that
He will fulfill to us His promise of the
Spirit. If we love God, we must rejoice
to be His more truly, and to be brought
into closer fellowship with Him (Luke
24:52). Let seeking disciples now take
care not to fail in this.
Thirdly, this must be coupled with love
toward others. "Thou • . . and thy . . .
servant . . . the Levite . . . and the stranger,
and the fatherless, and the widow," were
all to be drawn together to keep the feast.
If you are making the sacrifice of yourself to God, take care that you are at peace
with all men (Matt. 5:24). And more, let
us have the Spirit of love that would, if
possible, draw all men to serve and worship our God with us. For only to him
that hath shall more be given. Only he
who 'has love will receive the abundant
fulness of the Holy Spirit of love.
Lastly, the spirit of this feast was one
of humility. They remembered that they
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Receiving The
Holy Ghost
Barclay F- Buxton,

M.A.

They were all awed and thrilled as they
felt God drawing near. He was manifesting Himself in the exceeding greatness of
His power. They were feeling the inexpressible calm and the unspeakable joy of
being face to face with Him. They now
knew His majesty- They felt His stirring
force. But the great strong wind (I Kings
19:11) of His power was n,ot the baptism
of the Holy Ghost to them.
Let us not be mistaken for ourselves.
We may at times have felt the presence
and power of God Himself in a peculiarly
deep and impressive way, and yet not be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. It has had
n,o lasting effect on our lives. The feeling
of awe and solemnity has gradually faded
away. We have been near God, but He
has not come as a Refining Fire to abide
in our hearts.

had been nothing but "bondmen in Egypt."
They knew that it was by His grace alone
that they were what they were, and that
all God was giving them was undeserved
on their part. Do we realize this? The
one who feels himself good enough to be
filled with the Spirit is not yet humbled
as he must be in order to be blessed. But
he who humbly acknowledges that he deserves in himself nothing but hell-fire, and
that whatever he does receive is by the
free mercy of God, is in a position to be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. May God
find us thus!
The Spirit of the feast was filling the
hearts of the disciples. They must have
met early ,on that morning for a good deal
had happened by 9 o'clock (Acts 2 : 1 5 ) .
They were all with one accord in one
place, sitting with expectant hearts, waiting the coming Comforter. The Lord whom
they sought did not disappoint them. They
were ready for Him, and He was ready
for them.
Suddenly the rushing of a mighty wind
was heard. The house was peculiarly filled with the power and presence of God.

Yet that more general manifestation of
God's presence may be accompanied by
individual baptisms of the Holy Ghost. So
it was here. Each one of them personally
received a distinct tongue of fire. "They
were all filled with the Holy Ghost." The
Comforter had come! God had fulfilled
His Word! All their hopes were gloriously realized! AH their prayers were abundantly answered! Their hearts were fully
satisfied. God had manifested Himself to
them. They felt they could not but call
Him Father (Gal- 4 : 6 ) . They knew Christ
far more really than they had known Him
when He was with them in the flesh. The
light so filled their hearts and minds that
they began to understand His love to them,
His teaching, and what He had done for
them. And as they fully realized these
things, they could not but speak aloud the
wonderful works of God (Acts 2 : 1 1 ) . So
is everyone that is full of the Holy Ghost.
The tongue of fire is the symbol of
aggressive, conquering Christianity. Where
that which is signified by this is absent,
there real Christianity is ahsent. Where a
Christian has received this, he must praise
the Lord aloud (Acts 2 : 1 1 ) . He cannot
be silent, for the Word of the Lord is as a
fire in his bones (Jer. 2 0 : 9 ) . He has a
sharp sword (Rev. 19:15) which penetrates the hearts of men by living words,
melting even as it pierces. His words are
words of fire (Jer. 5:14), which devour
his hearers, so that they must either be
melted, or hate and attack him. Of old,
(Concluded on page fifteen)
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DIRECTORY

AS SLATED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
Permanent Church Headquarters

Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa,, Tel. 3-9881
Attention of General Conference Secretary

Institutions
E. V. Publishing House, Nappanee, Indiana,
Eld. Erwin W. Thomas, Manager.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Ira M. Eyster, President.
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President.
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, Steward
and Matron. Telephone 2-7838.
Messiah Orphanage, R. R. 1, Mt. Joy, Pa. Sr.
Mazie Seese, Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illinois, Supt.
Eld. Albert Cober; Matron, Elizabeth Schradley.
Ontario Bible School, Fort Erie, North, Ont.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, President.
The Christian l i g h t Press
The merchandising department of Brethren
in Christ Publication Board, Inc.
Nappanee, Ind., Chambersburg, Pa.
Main office: Elizabeth town, Pa.
Clair H. Hoffman, Manager
Upland College, Upland, California.
Dr. H. G. Brubaker, President.

Treasurers of the Church Boards
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke, West Milton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Gormley, Ontario.
Foreign Mission Board: Carl J. Ulery, 1332
Maiden Lane, Springfield 28, Ohio; Canadian
Treas.: Wm. Charlton, Stevensville, Ontario.
Home Mission: Henry A. Ginder, Manheim,
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario.
Beneficiary: Jacob H. Bowers, College ville, Pa.
Board for Schools and Colleges: John M. Book,
247 Euclid Place, Upland, California,
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Free l i t e r a t u r e and Tract Department: Ray
Zercher, Nappanee, Indiana.
Young People's Work: B. E. Thuma, R. R. 1,
Marietta, Pa.; George C. Shelter, Stayner,
Ont., Canadian Treas.
Belief and Service Committee: John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.
Industrial Relations Committee: C. W. Boyer,
Sec'y., 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 6, Ohio.
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle: Mrs. Cyrus
G. Lutz, Secretary, Lancaster, R. 6, Pa,

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
India
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. and T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India. Elder and Sr. Charles
Engle, Sr. Beulah Arnold, Sr. Leora Toder,
Sr. Shirley Bitner, Sr. E r m a Hare.
Madhlpura Mission: Madhipura, O. and T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley,
Elder and Sr. Arthur Pye.
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murlinganj, A. Ry., North Bhagalpur District,
India, Elder and Sr. William Hoke, Sr.
Emma Rosenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., Monghyr District, India. Elder
and Sr. George Paulus, Sr. Eme Rohrer.
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, A. Ry.,
Purnea District, India. Elder and Sr. Allen
Buckwalter.
Bro. and Sr. A. D. M. Dick, Mount Hermon
Estates, North Point Post Office, Darleeling,
India.

i

Africa
General Superintendent: Bishop and Sr. H.
H. Brubaker, P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission: P. B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa, Eld. and Sr. Elmer Eyer,
Eld. and Sr. L. B. Sider, Sr. Elizabeth Engle,
Sr. Dorothy M. Martin, Sr. Mary Brenaman,
and Sr. Lula Asper.
Mtshabesl Mission, P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder & Sr. D.
B. Hall, Elder & Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Beth L. Winger, Eld. and Sr. Bert Winger,
Sr. Mabel Frey, Sr. Rhoda Lenhert, Sr.
Fanny Longenecker.
Wanezi Mission, Filabusl, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. Arthur Climenhaga, Eld.
and Sr. Chester Wlngert, Sr. Anna R. Engle,
Sr. Florence Hensel, and Sr. Anna Wolgemuth.
Macha Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, Sr.
Verna Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt, Sr. Verda
Moyer, and Sr. Annie Winger.
Slkalonga Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Rhoda Lenhert, Sr. Anna Graybill, and Sr.
Edna Lehman.
Missionaries on Furlough
Sr. Anna M. Eyster, 637 Third Avenue, Upland, California.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. and Sr. Albert Brenaman, West Milton,
Ohio.
Sr. Naomi Lady, Grantham, Pa.

HOME MISSIONS
BUBAL MISSIONS
Allisonla, Virginia (Parrls Mines) Paul and
Ruth Wolgemuth. Ida Lue Hane, Sylvatus,
Virginia.
Bloomfield, New Mexico (Brethren in Christ
Navajo Mission), c.o. Blanco Trading Post.
Isaac and Nina Schmucker, Rosa Eyster,
Dorothy Charles, Samuel and Lucy Ensminger.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Pearl Jones.
Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Canoe Creek Mission),
Box 259A, R. D. 2, Telephone Hollidaysburg
51319; Paul and Esther George.
Kentucky—Elam Dohner, Superintendent.
Palrview Station, Ella. Ky.: Elam and Helen
Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Ky.: Eli and R u t h Christener, Elizabeth Hess, Nurse.
Knifley, Ky.: Edgar Giles, Pastor, Katie
Rosenberger, Nurse; Ruby Clapper.
Meath Park Station (North Star Mission) Saskatchewan, Canada; Earl D. and Ellen K.
Brechbill, Docia Calhoun.
Tillsonburg (Houghton Mission) Ontario, Canada; Telephone Glenmeyer 22-14; Myrtle
Steckley, Ruth Steckley, Anna Henry.
Frogmore: Alonza Vannatter, Pastor.
Houghton Center: Basil Long.
City Missions
Albuquergue Mission: Residence—441 LaVega
Road, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Paul and
Barbara Wingerd.
Altoona Mission: 613 Fourth Avenue, Altoona, Pa. Residence — 412 Third Street,
Altoona, Pa. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker.
Buffalo Mission: 25 Hawley St.. Buffalo 13, N.
T.; Telephone—GRant 7706; Harry and Katie
Buckwalter, Anne Wyld, Viola Miller.
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halsted Street, Chicago
21, Illinois: Telephone—Wentworth 6-7122.
Carl J. Carlson, Pastor, Avas Carlson, Alice
Albright, Sara Brubaker, Frances Wolfe.
Dayton Mission: 601 Taylor St., Dayton, Ohio;
Telephone — HEmlock 3164; William and
Evelyn Engle, Mary Brandt.
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Detroit (God's Love Mission) 1524 Third Ave.,
Detroit 26, Michigan; Residence—3986 Humboldt, Detroit 8; Telephone — Tyler 6-1470;
H a r r y Hock, Supt., Catherine Hock, Ethel
Heisey, Ruth Deihl.
Harrisburg (Messiah l i g h t h o u s e Mission) 1176
Bailey St. Harrisburg. Pa.; Telephone—Harrisburg 26488; Joel and Faithe Carlson,
Elizabeth Kanode, Grace Robb, and Beulah
Lyons.
Masslllon (Christian Fellowship Mission) 118
South Ave., S.E., Massillon, Ohio; Telephone
—2-3804; Eli Hostetler, Pastor; Lloyd Hostetler, Assistant Pastor; Lydia Hostetler,
Doris Rohrer, Minnie Bicher.
Orlando Mission: Pastor Ernest and Kathryn
Boyer, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Florida.
Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Philadelphia 40, Pa.; Telephone—NE 4-6431;
William and Anna Rosenberry, Anita Breehbill, Erma Hoke.
San Francisco ( l i f e l i n e Gospel Mission) 224
Sixth St., San Francisco 3. Calif.: Residence
—311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.; Telephone — UNderhill 1-4820; Edith Davidson,
J a n n a Goins, Edith Toder.
Stowe Mission: 527 Glasglow St., Stowe, Pa.;
Telephone — Pottstown 1211J; Cletus and
Kathryn Naylor.
Welland Mission: 36 Elizabeth St., Welland,
Ontario, Canada; Telephone—3192; Earl Bossert, Pastor; Pauline Hess, Rhoda Lehman.

BADIO BBOADCASTS
CHVC, Niagara Falls, Ontario
1600 Kcs.
"Call to Worship Hour"
Each Sunday
9:00-9:30 A.M.
CKPC, Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
WMPC, Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
12:15-1:16 P. M.
EveryOntario,
Tuesday—transcription
KOCS,
Calif.
1610 Kcs.
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P. M.
"Morning Melodies'
Each Sunday
10:00 A M.-10:16 A M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday
7:30—8:00 A M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:36—1:00 P. M.
WNAR, Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30—3:00 P. M.
WLBR, Lebanon, Pa,
1270 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday
12:35—1:00 P. M
WKJG, Fort Wayne, Indiana
1380 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday
8:00—8:30 A.M.
WAND, Canton, Ohio
900 Kcs.
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Each Sunday
12:30-1:00 P.M.
WPFB, Middletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Each Sunday 8:00 - 8:30 A. M.
WBUX, Quakertown, Pa.
1570 Kcs.
"Sunday Bible Hour"
Each Sunday
12:30-1:00 P.M.
WLXW, Carlisle, Pa.
1380 Kcs.
"The Verse for the Day"
Each Sunday
8:05-8:20 A M.

Evangelistic Slate
Gospel Hall, Knifley, Ky.
Early 1951
Elder W. O. Winger, Evangelist
Free Grace Church,
Millersburg, Pa. _
Dec. 31-Jan. 14
Bishop E. J. Swalm, Evangelist
Chambersburg, Pa
Dec. 31-Jan. 14
Bishop Charlie B. Byers, Evangelist

' W e c a n n o t w o r k a l o n e for C h r i s t . "

" L i f e ' s g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t i e s o p e n o n l y on
the r o a d of d a i l y d u t i e s . "
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Weddings
CH.ICK-HEKSHBY—On Friday Nov. 24, at
a t 8 P. M. Sr. Thelma Hershey, daughter of
Bro. and Sr. Philip Hershey of Ashland, Ohio,
was united in marriage to Bro. Earl Glick, son
of Bro. Albert Glick of North Lawrence, Ohio.
The ceremony was performed by Eld. Ernest
Dohner in the Chestnut Grove church in the
presence of a number of relatives and friends.
They are now at home at North Lawrence,
Ohio, near the Sippo Church.
HOSTETTER-ITSHER—On Sept. 19, 1950,
in the Auditorium at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. Audrey Pay Fisher, daughter of
Milford Fisher, Granville, Pa. and D. Ray
Hostetter, son of Bishop and Mrs. C. N.
Hostetter Jr. were united in marriage. The
ceremony was performed by the groom's
father. They are residing in the Granville
congregation. May God bless this home!
SMIIE-BBOBAKBr,—On Nov. 25, 1950,
Donald P. Smith, son of Mrs. Francis A.
Smith, Grantham, Pa., and Nancy Joanne
Brubaker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Brubaker, Grantham, Pa. were united in wedlock. The ceremony was performed in the
auditorium at Messiah College by Bishop C.
N. Hostetter, J r . assisted by Elder Erwin W.
Thomas. This newly married couple will
reside in Chicago, 111. May the Lord's rich
blessing attend this union!
WALKER-CAMPBEIL — On Thanksgiving
Day, November 23, at 1:30 P. M., Sr. Alice
Eleanor Campbell, daughter of Bro. and Sr.
Enlow Campbell of Blandburg, Pennsylvania
became the bride of Bro. Marion Raymond
Walker, son of Bro. and Sr. Raymond Walker
of Three Springs, Pennsylvania in the Saxton
Brethren in Christ Church in the presence
of relatives and friends. The ceremony was
performed by an uncle to the bride, Rev.
Thomas Bouch of Riddlesburg, Pennsylvania.
May God's blessing follow this young couple.
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A Pastor and His People

Helpful Rules for Evangelists

This is our church, and this is where we
come
With earnest hearts to worship and to
pray.
A pastor and his people, joined as one
To seek a holy way.

Exalt the calling of an evangelist.
Be a student of the Scriptures.
Be a student and wide reader of books
and of current events and other helpful
literature.
Preach a positive, ringing, rational gospel which brings conviction, hope, courage
and decision.
Avoid riding a religious hobby and extremes in religion. Avoid being eccentric.
Have respect for the opinions of others.
Avoid the attitude of cocksureness.
Be industrious and keep busy aside from
preaching. Use well your spare time.
Co-operate with the pastor and church
and speak well of your brethren.
Have a good understanding of your denominational program and help make it
effective.
Read your church paper, and help circulate it wherever you go.
Be absolutely honest and above reproach in your personal life and dealings
with others.
Avoid exaggerations and
equivocations of any kind.
Make prayer a constant and strong factor
in your daily life and in the success of
your work.
Speak well of the church, and support
the church where your membership is
held.
Co-operate heartily with great Christian
and social movements which have for 'their
objective human betterment and uplift.
Always exalt Christ. Make the message
and not the method the telling factor.

A pastor and his people—he to lead
And we to follow where the Christ
road runs.
God made him wise—God gave him words
to say
To us, the listening ones.
God help us share his burdens—help
us
bring
Our own gifts to the altar—bring
them
all.
Oh, may we not hide any talent, Lord,
Though it be large or small.
And

we can pray—the
pray,
The lowliest one cam
see,
As pastor and a people,
His place in serving
—Grace Noll
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MUSSER.—Mrs. Nancy H. Wingert Musser,
aged 73, wife of Benjamin L. Musser of Shippensburg, Pennsylvania departed this life on
December 4, 1950, at her home after a brief
illness.
G-ISH—Jacob Isaac Gish, eldest son of John
Sister Musser was born February 23, 1877.
L. and Catherine Moyer Gish was born in
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania and was a
Perry county Pennsylvania, February 18, 1865. near
daughter
of the late Samuel and Fannie
He passed away at Abilene, Kansas, October
Hoover
Wingert.
29th. 1950, at the age of 85 years.
Surviving are her husband, Bro. Benjamin
In the year 1878 the Gish family migrated
L. Musser and four children, Mrs. Ezra Hess,
to Kansas with a colony of Brethren, and he
Mrs. Amos Sollenberger, Mr. .Samuel Musser,
was the last remaining member of the group
and Mrs. Paul A. Wingert and 13 grandchilwhich came west that year.
dren. Also surviving are two brothers and
three sisters, Samuel H. Wingert, Martin H.
On December 8, 1888 he was united in
Wingert, Mrs Susie Rife, Mrs. Edward Wenger
marriage to Susan Lenhert Eyer to which
and Mrs. Avery Sollenberger.
union 10 sons and one daughter were born.
His beloved wife and three sons preceded him
.She was converted at the age of 9 years
in death. There survive him four brothers
and united with the Brethren in Christ
and two sisters, his only daughter, Ruth: and
Church.
She was united in marriage to
seven sons, Henry, Roy, Lester, Ray, Paul,
Brother Benjamin L. Musser on December 16.
Harold and Clarence; also 19 grandchildren
1897. Brother and Sisfeer Musser were ordained
and 11 great-grandchildren.
to the office of deaconship in the year 1920
and she filled her place faithfully as a deaAbout the time of his marriage he united
con's wife, in the home and in the church,
with the Brethren in Christ church and
ministering to those who came. She was
through the years continued faithful to the
also
a member of the Auxiliary Board of the
Church he loved, receiving from his associMessiah Orphanage for a number of years and
ation courage and comfort to meet life's probfilled her place well. She enjoyed very much
lems and trials.
providing for the needs of the evangelists
F'uneral services were held from the Abilene
during the winter revivals. During the early
Church with the Brethren, George E. Whisler,
years of the Roxbury Camp Meeting, Sister
and Homer G. Engle in charge. Interment
Musser worked faithfully as manager of the
was made in the Abilene cemetery.
kitchen and each year looked forward to attending camp meeting. Sister Musser gave
HUNSBERGER—John G. Hunsberger of
her last testimony the night before she passed
Souderton, Pa. was born Aug. 31, 1866, and
away a t the Green .Springs revival meeting
died Dec. 2. 1950, age 84 years 3 months and
and the following day, Sunday, was spent by
going to church and visiting the sick and
2 days.
Monday morning at 4:00 o'clock she was
He is survived by three sons—Earl and
called to her reward.
John of Souderton and Herbert of Lansdale;
four Grandchildren and three great grandBrother and Sister Musser lived together
children. One son, Clarence; died in infancy,
happily for 53 years and she was a faithful
and his companion Amelia (Stover) Hunswife,
loving mother and grandmother and
berger preceded him in death in 1934.
made friends wherever she went.
Bro. Hunsberger and his wife, were conFuneral services were held at the Mt. Rock
verted and united with the Brethren in Christ
Brethren in Christ Church with a large host
Church in June 1899 and remained faithful
of friends and relatives present, on December
members until death.
7th, 1950, conducted by Bishop Charlie Byers
Brother Hunsberger will be remembered by
assisted by Rev. Harry Barnes. Text: Isa.
many as the song leader of the Souderton
57:1 "The Righteous perish and no man layeth
congregation until ill health prevented him.
it to heart." Acts 9:36 "This woman was full
Funeral services were held Dec. 6 from the
of many good works and alms deeds which
Moyer funeral home in Souderton in charge
she did." John 17:4 "I have finished the work
of Elder A. C. Rosenberger assisted by E. C.
which thou hast given me to do." Interment
Rosenberger and J. K. Bowers. Text, Psa. 23.
took place in the adjoining cemetery.
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WHISI.BR—Samuel Albert Whisler, son of
the late Eld. Samuel and Susan Brubaker
Whisler, was born near Ashland, Ohio, Nov.
29, 1874 and died a t the homestead where he
was born on Nov. 17, 1950 aged 75 years, 11
months and 28 days. He had been in failing
health for a number of years.
He was united in marriage to Edith F a y OhI
on July 25, 1897, who preceded him in death
in 1933. Surviving are two sons, Howard of
Fort Worth, Texas, and Marshall of Medina,
Ohio; two daughters, Mrs. Susie Kahl and
Mrs. Evelyn Rafeld of near Ashland; nine
grandchildren; one great-grandchild;
two
sisters, Mrs. Susie Boyer and Mrs. Katherine
Vantilburg and two brothers Charles and
Tracy, all of Dayton, Ohio and one brother,
Eld. George Whisler of Abilene, Kan.
Bro. Whisler was preceded in death by his
parents, his wife, one grandson, one sister
and three brothers.
At the age of twenty-one he was converted,
along with a number of brothers and sisters,
in a series of revival meetings held at the
Chestnut Grove Church. Soon after, he united with the church there and remained a
faithful member until his death. He was
superintendent of the Sunday School for over
twenty consecutive years, and also served for
many years as a trustee for the church. His
interest in the work of the church and Sunday
School at Chestnut Grove did not waver, despite his failing health in his later years. This
is clearly shown by the fact that on Sunday
September 24 of this year he completed an
entire year of perfect attendance. He has
now gone on to claim a greater reward than
that which the Sunday School was able to
give.
Funeral services were held at the Chestnut
Grove Church with Bishop M. L. Dohner in
charge, assisted by Eld. George Whisler and
other local ministers. Burial was made in the
adjoining cemetery.
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MOWERSVILLE HOLDS DEDICATION SERVICES
On the sixteenth day of February the
brethren of the Mowersville congregation
began a long anticipated event, the remodeling of our church building which has
been the center of activities for the Mowersville congregation for fifty-nine years. The
work included excavation of basement, installation of a new heating system, twenty
foot addition to the church building, anterooms at both front and rear of building.
New pulpit and pews and redecorating.
The task completed, Sunday September
10, was dedication and homecoming day.
The morning sermon was given by Elder
Roy Asper a former member of the congregation. Brother Jesse Bert, Brother John
Asper and Mrs. Roy Beltz gave interesting
accounts of experiences while attending
worship a t Mowersville.
A high light in the day's events was the
history of the Mowersville church which
was given by Brother Ezra Bert, a life long
member of the congregation. Depicting the
march of events he told how some fifty
years ago different members were forced
to leave the church because of having the
experience of holiness while today this is a
sacredly revered doctrine of the church.
Through it all, however, we were made to
feel the guiding hand of the heavenly
Father who through periods of stress sheltered the church as "a vine of His planting."
Elder Ebbert Stayman, chairman of the
Mowersville-Green Spring District Official
Board gave words of appreciation to the
Building Committee and to the congregation.
Bishop E. J. Swalm of Duntroon, Canada,
gave the Dedicatory Sermon using Psalms
65:4. "We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house." This masterful sermon
set forth that the house of God should be
the center of all of our activities, social as
well as spiritual. And when our affections
are centered around the house of God it
sanctifies all of our activities.

Our Bishop, Charlie Byers, had charge
of the trustee installation. Presenting the
keys to the trustee board, Brethren Ezra
Bert, Simon Diehl, and Walter Gettel, he
charged them with the importance of their
sacred task of keeping the house of God in
such appearance that it will be a credit to
His cause.
The dedication followed, in charge of
Bishop Byers. The evening service was
largely given to a forward look, with challenging talks by Brother Paul Musser,
superintendent of the Sunday School, Brother Paul Bert, chairman of the young people's society, and Mrs. David H. Wenger,
Jr., superintendent of the Daily Vacation
Bible School. The theme of their talks was
"We Look Forward." Brother C. A. Musser conducted a panel discussion on "Blessings in Review."
The concluding feature was a sermon by
Bishop Swalm on "The Great Unfinished
Task Before Us." Bishop Swalm warned us
not to think that now we have finished our
task, but rather to look to the duty ahead,
that of winning souls to the Lord Jesus
Christ.
The accompanying picture of the interior
shows from left to right, Mrs. David H.
Wenger, Jr., superintendent of the Daily
Vacation Bible School, (This is our latest
feature last year with an enrollment of
232), Paul Musser, superintendent of the
Sunday School, Elder David H. Wenger, Jr.,
Pastor, Elder Ebbert Stayman, chairman
of the Official Board, C. A. Musser, deacon,
and Paul Bert, chairman of the Young People's Society.
We are deeply grateful for the blessing
of the Lord on our building project and we
look forward to the future challenged by
the tremendous task confronting us, realizing that "It is not by might nor by power
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,"
that we go forth to victory.

Interior view of mowersville Church. See accompaning report for personnel.
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First Navajo Baptismal
Three young Navajo Christians further
declared to the world their desire to follow
the Lord Jesus by following Him into the
waters of baptism on Sunday, November
19.
Ruby and John Betoni, our interpreter
and her husband, and Ruby's sister, Alice
Canuto, entered into the sacred rites of
baptism with glowing hearts and faces.
A small group of Navajos witnessed the
baptismals following the Sunday afternoon
service. A baptistry had been constructed
on the Mission compound by digging a hole
approximately 4 x 6 feet and 4 feet deep.
The day was stormy, but in answer to
prayer the Lord tamed the winds and let
the sun shine through long enough for the
service to go forward as planned. Also,
the Lord definitely touched Bro. Schmucker
pliysically, so that he was able to officiate
in the service. We praise our Lord, for He
permits the enemy to come only so far and
no farther. Our trust and confidence is in
Him.
Pray for these young Christians. Trials
and temptations are already coming their
way, but with your prayers God will keep
them.
—Dorothy Charles
I will write about what the Lord has
done for me. I gave my heart to the Lord
last summer, July 3, 1950. Before I gave
my heart to the Lord, I'd been going to
Sunday services for four years. But I
didn't think of becoming a Christian before
I became a Christian. I used to think
about how I'd die in the lake of fire. Sometimes it made me cry thinking about it,
u n t i l ! thought of how I had been hearing
about how Jesus died on the Cross to save
us from sin. So last Summer at a Navajo
Camp Meeting, I accepted the Lord Jesus
as my Saviour. From that time on I was
much better than before. I felt so h^ppy
and free from sin. The Lord has blessed
me and given me a very happy home here
on the Mission ground.
I'm praying my very best that my people
will become Christians for the Lord Jesus
Christ. Some of them have become Christians, so I'm very glad that they have taken
the right path to Heaven. I'm telling my
people about Christ. I like working here on
the Mission ground. Since Jesus is my
Saviour I like to sing I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus. I'm glad that I'm a Christian now. It is wonderful to know that
Jesus is our road to Everlasting Life.
I was baptized last Sunday, November,
19. It was wonderful to be baptized. Three
of us were baptized. I'm praying that
many of the Navajos will be Christians
before long. Keep praying for them, too,
so they will be saved from sin and be saved
to go to Everlasting Life. I'm praying
they will all be saved. I love my Lord
Jesus Christ.
—Ruby Ruth Betoni
I'm writing about what the Lord has done
for me. The Lord has been very good to
me. I'm very happy to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour. I
gave my heart to Jesus one month ago, and
I was baptized on November 19, 1950. I'm
very glad to be baptized and be a Christian. I'm very glad to be here with my
Christian friends at the Mission helping
around with the work to be done.
My father is a medicine man, but I always told my fathen I never believed or
wanted to worship their gods. When I was
a little boy, my father used to tell me about
(Continued on page twelve)
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On The Foreign Field
the sufferings of Christ. Then we partook
Matopo Mission
of the emblems with our African brethren
Dear Readers:
I am wondering whether you might be and sisters. And so ended another cominterested to know how we conduct a, love munion service. "We do show forth the
feast and communion service here. At the Lord's death till he come."
mission stations these are observed twice a
After lunch we gathered in the church
year, as at home.
•for the regular Sunday mid-day worship
Previous to the date, which was Septem- service. Many people were present and we
ber 30 and October 1, an invitation was sent were glad. Ouri church will now be large
to any of our co-workers a t Mtshabezi who enough to accomodate the village people.
desired to come and enjoy the services with
Later in the afternoon the ladies returned
us. Accordingly, in due time we were in- to Mtshabezi. We here went about our
formed that the four single ladies from various duties, conscious again of God's
Mtshabezi would be coming.
presence with us.
Since our first meeting begins at 11:00
—Gladys B. Sider
on Saturday morning, it was necessary to
so arrange our work that we might be
ready at the appointed time. Lunch must
be prepared, for we must have it quickly
when we come out of the first service.
During the senvice at 11:00 Bro. Eyer
gave a message on baptism. After his sermon Bishop Brubaker read the names of
the applicants for baptism, each one rising
as his name was called. Then each one
gave his testimony before the church.
These applicants have all at some time
Send Me
previously given their names to the missionary in charge. These names were then
sent to the pastor of his home church to be
Barbara Elden Cornet
passed on by the members of that church.
They are then returned to the missionary
"Come over into Macedonia, and help
stating whether they have been accepted
at home or not. If accepted the applicant us." (Acts 1 6 : 9 ) .
meets with Bro. Brubaker on Friday evening and if all is well and, the requirements
for baptism are met their names are then / / / can live without my Lord,
presented to the African church at the Or feed my soul without His Word;
station. •
If I can walk from day to day
To continue with our account: the gen- Without His presence on my way;
eral service was then dismissed and all but If I can face the vast unknown
church members left the building. The And have no fear to walk alone,
applicants were told to wait outside whi'.e
their names were again read to the church Without a Lord who loves and cares,
and passed on individually. The church Who honors faith, and answers prayers;
agreed to them all.
If I can face the hour of death
After this the applicants were called in And draw in peace my parting breath,
and seated in front. Bro. Brubaker then My substitute for heavenly dress
read fnom Matthew 18. After he had A ragged robe of righteousness,
spoken a few words the applicants were
asked to rise and the routine questions Then I can ask the heathen drear
were asked. The service was then dismissed. To live, and die—and never hear.
We missionaries went to have a hurried
lunch and the Africans sat out under the Did Jesus die for me alone?
trees and visited. In about an hour the Is not the African His own?
bell rang and we gathered for the afternoon
service. This day was a bit out of the ordin- Does He not love that yellow man,
ary in that a deacon was to be elected. Bro. And long to claim the Indian?
Brubaker spoke concerning the office of There is no soul upon this earth
deacon and his responsibility. We had to He did not feel His life was worth.
vote a couple of times to secure an election.
After the closing of this service mission- But how shall they, across the sea,
aries and Africans went to the water for Believe He died upon the tree
baptizing. Brethren Brubaker and Eyer did In love to rescue them from hell,
the baptizing; this time 19 followed the Unless someone shall go and tell
Lord in this way and ©ne was returned to The wondrous news of life and love:
the church.
A Savior waits in Heaven above
Sunday morning at 10:00 we met again To welcome those He died to free,
for the feet washing and communion service. Mfundisi Dhlodhlo spoke from John To live with Him eternally?
13 on feet washing. After this message
the men went to another building for feet My Lord has laid His wounded hand
washing while the women remained in the Upon my life. At His command
church. We missionary ladies scattered
out among the African women and carried The charms of earth have fled away.
"Whom shall I send?" I hear Him say.
on the service.
When everyone had reassembled in the What other answer can there be?
church, Bro. Sider spoke from John 19 on "Here am I, Lord, send me—send me!"
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The Land of Crosses
FRICA is full of crosses. The Southern
, . Cross in the sky. Crosses on the African's head, back and heart. Crosses for
young and old.

A

As one sees the Southern Cross in the
bright and clear sky twinkle down on the
Matopo Hills in Southern Rhodesia, so
also we see the land of light and darkness,
love and hate, reverence and revenge,
floods and draught, feasting and famine,
cold nights and blazing noons, sunny songs
and weird wails in the superstitious land
of people who sleep while we are awake,
a topsy-turvy land where birds have no
sorfg, sheep have no wooL some trees shed
their bark instead of their leaves, where
many leaves appear red then turn green,
time is measured by the sun, distance by
days walking, a land without birthdays,
gray hair is respected and desired, teeth
are filed not filled, some point with lips
instead of fingers, one walks in front of
a person,, not behind, one sits instead of
stands to speak to a person of high esteem,
a land of contrasts, the black and now the
white, a land of color, odors, wailing and
here under the Southern Cross we are
face to face with a land of crosses.
H. F. Charley; "Look on the anguish,
the sorrow, the sighing.
1. The Cross of Disease
Superstition and ignorance, lack of
knowledge of infections, diseases, war, and
famine, cause a heavy death toll to reach
an appalling number.
Polluted water used freely from any
source, the muddier the better, for clear
water is not strong water in their opinion.
According to their custom, they bath
first the feet, next the face, and then brush
the teeth, and in some tribes,, afterwards
drink the remaining bath water!
Ignorance and superstition, lack of sanitation cause the African to suffer, their
bodies filled with malaria, syphillis,
veneral diseases, leprosy, T. B., etc.
What a heavy cross they bear until their
bodies are made clean and healthy temples> worthy of the Holy Spirit's indwelling.
II. The Cross of Poison or Death
Enemies are not to be forgiven but to be
killed. The African does not desire to
see and shoot the flesh; he lures and leads,
to sure and certain death. He desires only
strands of hair or small parings of the
finger or toe nails cut from the body of his
enemy. In these hair clippings and nail
parings the strength of the whole body is
stored, and by the possession of these,
power is surely obtained over the owner.
With these parts of the enemy, medicine
is made to KILL and it never fails. The
enemy always dies. If he does not die of
fear as so many do,, death comes in other
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ways known only to those selected few
who are paid for their services.
The Government and Missions are cooperating in this great task of ending this
great evil, but we still have a great and
hard task before us.
III. Cross of Witchcraft
The African's body is the African's greatest mystery. He has no liking for anything,
restless within himself and disturbed over
the discovery that he has a heart beating
under his ribs. This fact will cause him
sleepless nights. They are very superstitious over the pulsation of the baby's
head and the fontanelle is a source of
awe and wonder. It is believed the cause
is the struggle of spirits which are trying
to exert power on his head.
Interior pains are caused by animals
passing from one organ to another.
Remedies are just as pathetic and dangerous for their sickness, as their beliefs
about them.
A few remedies:
Cow dung for burns.
The jaw bone of a rock rabbit if tied to
the arm of a sufferer will cure an abscess.
A monkey bone worn on a string around the waist will cure pain in the hips.
When a child has spasms tie a string of
peanuts around its neck.
Medicine is kept to protect lives, enable
one to learn well, to keep your husband's
love, to make one strong and many other
reasons too numerous to mention.
But through your prayers and your united efforts "Old things are passing away;
Behold many things are becoming new."
(To be continued— M. G. E.)
Part of a letter received from Africa.
'"We are having great times of blessing
these days, with much fellowship and
light. It is very challenging but does help
us to see how much we need to be living
close to Jesus all the time. In the hospital several of the young lads on the staff
have recently been saved and now it is as
though the Lord is digging deeply, not letting His children off at anything lower
than the very highest. Any little things
coming between them as a staff, or between
the staff and us is put in the light, repented of and cleansed away. That is the basis
of the glorious fellowship God has given
us, irrespective of colour. What a pearl of
price it is on the mission field and how the
devil attacks it, but praise Him for His
blood which breaks down all barriers, and
for His light which enables complete freedom and trust between people—living and
working in such close relations as everyone has to on a mission. In the Lord's
digging, things are revealed which hurt,
but we would rather that than darkness.
"We are terribly busy, and1 it is quite a
battle not to have the floor covered with
patients as well as beds, and work seems
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endless, and words!!! but we enjoy it all.
"You ask me to let you know if you can
help by sending things. I know your
hands are full but if and when you can,
we would be grateful for your prayers—
they work in a way we've no idea of and
above all else we want a 100% saved "onfire" staff and patients coming to Jesus.
He will look after our poverty needs, if
we are glorifying Him, so that is our longing and prayer. About half of them are,
but not the others."
Have you a share in this blessing? Is it
the work for which you are praying?
M. G. E.

Third Annual Bible Conference
to be held at the
Brethren in Christ Church
Arch and Hanover Street
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania
December 31, 1950 and January 1, 1951
Sunday Morning
9:15 Sunday School Hour and Morning
Worship
"Boys and Girls in Palestine"
Bishop J. F. Lady
"Errors in Teaching the Doctrine of
Holiness" Rev. A. C. Burkholder
Sunday Afternoon
2:00 "Arminianism or Calvinism,
Which?
Bishop L. L. Keefer
Sunday Evening
7:00 Devotions
Topic "Youth and Their Problems"
(Round Table Discussion)
"Youth and Victory"
Bishop J. F. Lady
Hymn Sing
Monday Morning
9:30 Object talk
Pearl Wolgemuth
"Working in the Philippines"
Wilmer Heisey
Reading
Marilyn Minter
"Fifty Years Ago"
Bishop Jacob T. Ginder
Bishop I. W. Musser
"Farewell to the Mid-Century"
Rev. A. C. Burkholder
12:05 Dismissal
Monday Afternoon
2:00 "Lessons in the Art of Soul
Winning"
Bishop J. F. Lady
"Rewards of Soul Winning"
Rev. A. C. Burkholder
Monday Evening
7:00 "Sign of the Times"
Rev. A. C. Burkholder
"The Attitude of the Christian
Regarding the Second Coming of
Christ According to I and II
Thessalonians" Bishop J. F. Lady
(Special music will be furnished by the
Male Quartet from Messiah College,
Grantham, Pennsylvania, as well as by
local groups.)
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In The Homeland
(Continued from page ten)
his ways of singing or worshipping stone
gods. They always used to tell me the only
place to go was hell; but after I came to
know the Lord Jesus, I found out that hell
was where we die forever and there was
another place to go to Everlasting Life.
So I gave my heart to the Lord, and I'm
saved from sin. Before I became a Christian I used to be very* mean to other people. When I became a Christian I became
different. I was nice to people. I say
again Pm glad that I'm a Christian.
Johnny Betoni
Pequea Revivals
-Our revival meeting was held from
October 29 to November 12 with Elder
Monroe Dourte of Manheim, Pennsylvania
as evangelist.
The messages given were heart searching
and the Holy Spirit spoke to hearts. A
number of Sunday School children raised
their hands for prayer and several older
folks knelt at an altari of prayer.
Special talks were given to the children
each Tuesday and Friday evening, which
were impressive to the older folks as well.
We trust the seed sown will bring forth
fruit.
We were glad for the privilege to have
the State Sunday School Meeting held at
Pequea November 11. The messages given
were challenging to all interested in Sunday
School work.
—Lois S. Hess
Upland, California
The California State Bible Conference,
November 14, 15 and 16, was a spiritual
feast which was well attended and enjoyed
by the majority of the Upland, Chino and
Pasadena congregations. Many have been
the expressions of enrichment, inspiration
and blessing received during those three
days. The Friday and Saturday sessions
were held in the Upland College chapel.
Meals were served on the free will offering
plan in the college dining hall. The three
Sunday services were in the church and no
meals were serived.
The theme of the Bible Conference was:
"The Bible and Revivals," with II Chronicles 7:14 as the theme verse: "If my people
which are called by my name shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways; then will
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land." Rev. Alvin
Burkholder used this passage as the basis
of his Friday morning message. He clearly
and forcibly presented the pattern for revival, giving a direct call to genuine repentance, confession and prayer as the path to
revival. His messages was greatly appreciated and the Lord spoke to many hearts.
Bishop Lady's studies from the book of
First Peter were rich in spiritual truth. He
spoke on these topics: "The Hope of the
Christian", " T h e Christian Standard for
Human Relations", "The Problem of Christian Suffering", "Five Reasons for Being
Humble", and "Peter's Prediction of Future
Events". We were made to see anew our
privileges in Christ and the necessity for
constant contact with God in order to be
ready for the Lord's near return.
We appreciated the ministry of Rev.
Allen Brubaker who recently closed a revival effort at Chino. He and others gave
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us glimpses of past revivals and of God's
workings in the home mission field. His
son, Hess Brubaker and family of Grants
Pass, Oregon were privileged to attend the
Bible Conference. His talks were a real
challenge to the young people.
It was a privilege to have Rev. and Mrs.
Albert Brenaman in our midst. Their talks
on our quarterly missionary Sunday and at
Bible Conference were interesting and enlightening. We received a new appreciation
for our own people in Africa, particularly
those who have been called and ordained to
the ministry.
Quite a group of young married people
enjoyed a conference up in the Mountains
at Thousand Pines, December 1, 2, and 3.
The theme of the conference was: "The
Christian Home". The talks and open discussions gave parents new inspiration by
making them more Christ-centered. They
were impressed with the idea of leading
their own children to the Lord. Bishop
Lady gave the concluding talk of the conference emphasizing "obedience" as the
most important thing in the Christian family—Parents must first be obedient to God
and then children are to follow the same
principle of obedience to parents. All who
attended the conference felt that it was
worth while.
—Helen L. Bowers

My Healing
(Continued from page six)
asked him if I might sign my own release.
He smiled, and said that was something
new, that no one had ever signed their
own release before. He asked me to wait
until he had written it out. I sat down
and talked to the folks a little, and when
he had written a long list of things he gave
it to me. I did not read more than onefourth of it; I looked at the first few lines
and it said if I went out I would go at the
protest of the doctors and the nurses and
the faculty and so on. That is all I read.
I laid it down on the stand and signed the
whole thing. I did not know what all was
on it. I had met the Lord and He had
healed me, and I knew my wife was not
going to bother them. When the Lord
makes a fellow well, He does a good job
of it. Years ago I met the Lord and He
had saved and sanctified me, and a fellow
who knows the Lord can save and sanctify
him would not be afraid to trust Him. I
knew that the Lord had taken all the soreness away and I was absolutely healed! I
felt as fine as I ever felt in my life. I told
them I wanted to get something to eat, that
I was hungry. We left the hospital and
they took me to a drug store and got me a
hot malted milk. The folks did not know
whether it was real or not; they could
hardly realize it!
I was glad when supper time came at
the camp meeting that night! I went to
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the big dining room on the camp grounds was on board and the captain went down
and they had roast beef and potatoes with in the hull of the boat and found him,
the skins on and white bread. I was so dragged him out, and cursed him. He
hungry that I mashed the potatoes up, put said: "Get off here!" The little boy
a little butter, salt and pepper on them, slipped back through the crowd and hid
with some gravy, and I ate roast beef and behind the sacks and barrels again. They
drank two glasses of milk. I had a real took him by the collar and led him away,
supper. I then went into the meeting and threatened to kick him overboard in the
took my place, made the announcements water. But when the boat pulled out the
and took the offering. I never felt better little fellow swam out and just as the boat
in my life! When it came my time to pulled away the captain found him and
preach, I went right on, shouting and shook him, turned around, calling him, '"a
praising the Lord, taking turn with the dirty little brat." He said: "I will kick
other workers. The camp closed on Sun- you into the water." But just then a fine
day night. I got into my car, drove a looking, wealthy man stepped up and told
thousand miles, through Canada and on him to stop. He asked what the captain
into Michigan for another camp meeting. was doing and was told that he was about
I have been perfectly sound as far as tolcick the boy overboard. The little boy
appendicitis is concerned, from that time said: "I have a mother on the other side."
• And the big man said to the captain,
to this!
"Turn that little boy loose. He is helpNow someone will say, "That is great!"
less and no one to help him. I will pay
That is a small thing for God to do; He is
his fare. Take your hands off that boy!"
able to do "exceeding abundantly above all
The captain had to turn him loose, the
we can ask or think, according to the
big man paid his fare and said to the boy,
power that worketh in us." I might have
"This boat is yours. Go and take a bath,
been operated on and probably it would
get a new suit of clothes, have your hair
have been a success. They said, "Here
cut." They dressed him up completely;
you are in one of the greatest hospitals in
he sat at the table with the rich; everythe country with the greatest surgeons in
thing was paid for on his ticket. The man
the land, and it is not going to cost you a
told him, "You have the best time of your
penny; we are not going to charge you a
life, your fare is paid." The boat had
cent for the operation." I appreciated all
been rolling through the water for a few
that, the kindness of the nurses and the
hours, the little fellow had been cleaned
friends making it possible for me to be
up and was walking on the deck beside
operated on without costing me a penny,
his big friend who had paid his fare, he
in the greatest hospital of the country, but
looked up into the big man's face and
the Lord healed me! How much better it
said: "Big man, I love you! And if I
was to be healed than to go through that
ever get across to the other side, you know
operation!
what I am going to do? I am going to
I feel like the little boy who came tell my mother about you. She will never
across the water. He was a little ragged, hear the last of you. When I was helpless,
dirty boy whose father was dead. He got undone and penniless and dirty and ragon the boat and hid behind the sacks and ged, you stepped up and paid my fare.''
barrels. Someone told the captain that he
Now, listen, friends, I was like that
little helpless boy. The old enemy had me
and was shaking me up and down. I had
no power to break loose from him. My
father, my mother, my sister or my friends
could not help me. I could never have
paid my fare, because we could never be
redeemed with corruptible things such as
silver or gold, but Jesus Christ, my Big
Brother stepped on the scene and told the
old devil to take his hands off and turn
me loose, that He had made me free. Then
He told me to go up and down the country
and tell this old dying world who paid
my fare. He said to the wicked one,
"Touch him not!" Thank God, the Christ
that left the empty tomb and came out
saying, " I am he that was dead, but behold I am alive for evermore, and have the
keys of hell and death, and whosoever believeth on me shall never die", will turn
you loose if you let Him.
I never expect to stop telling this old
world what Jesus did for me. I love Him.
I love Him! I love Him!
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evaluation of Christianty and we fail to
present a message for this age that will
"build hope for the desperate."

From the preacher's notebook
THE IDEOLOGY THAT AGGRAVATES THE HOUR
C. R. Heisey
It stirs one deeply to pick up a maga-and read of this "Revision of Church
History in Hungary/
zine and read statements such as this:
" . . . a final evil of the world come in
"History text books issued in that
the disgrace of a scheme of redemp- country behind the Iron Curtain intion . . ."
terpret Christianity f r o m t h e view" . . . an idealism which does not re- p o i n t
of
Marxian
materialism.
cognize the fragmentary nature of its One text book for first year high school
ideals . . . "
students says, 'There is no such thing as
" . . . Communists are terrible idealists B. C. (before Christ) The abbreviation
and they have proved once for all that is now B. 0 . E. (before our e r a ) . The
they can distill cruelty out of good- roots of Christianity went back t o the
ness . . . "
Messianic faith of the Jewish people, ac" . . . the Communists are not so dan- cording to which God intended to estabgerous because they are atheists but be- lish a kingdom on earth in which there
cause they are idolators . . ."
would be no rich and poor, but in which
" . . . they imagine themselves to be everyone would be blessed and happy in
judges of the world and according to their equal degress . . . According to legend
definition, Russia is a righteous nation Jesus of Nazareth appeared to preach to
the poor and oppressed. He turned to the
and we are an evil nation."
" . . . three evils of the day are, Com- poor with passionate love and threatened
m u n i s m, Secularism, and Religious the rich with inexorable wrath . . . in the
second and third centuries members of the
Bigotry . . . "
wealthier classes joined the Church . . .
It would be impossible for those who who became convinced more and more that
love the Lord sincerely and who rejoice in they must respect the State and cease to
the redemption made possible by His sub- fight against the prevailing, though unjust
stitutionary atonement to agree with this social order. Rich people began to use
learned religious leader of our day in his peacemindness and longsuffering preached
thinking in that area, but, fellow Chris- by Christians, in their own interest . . . "
tians, can we disagree with his thinking Finally, organized Christianity became a
here? Aren't our hearts stirred by his faithful supporter of the oppressing oremphasis on the urgency of the hour? ganizations of the ruling classes for many
Shall we not be stirred to greater zeal in centuries! *
"redeeming the time for the days are evil."
The tragedy of the situation is that there
A missionary in China says, "there is no
is too much truth in this perversion to
doubt concerning the appeal of Comignore it entirely. This should urge us
munism to youth. For one thing its lanto much knee-drill and "Sword"-practice,
guage is arresting 'Arise', 'Forward', T o
and examination of our manner of life in
battle', 'Liberation', 'Building a new
following the, Lord lest we be found
China,' all terms that build hope in the
guilty of the indictment implied in this
desperate. Its methods are revolutionary."
Are not these the challenging words of
the Christian vocabulary? Awake, thou
that sleepest!" "Arise, for thy light is
come!" "Quit you like men, be strong!"
"Fight the good fight of faith!" " . . . the
Son maketh free." "Stand fast in the
liberty . . . " " . . . a new man . . . a new
creation . . . behold all things new!"
Wherein lieth our weakness? Why do we
not fire youth into action? Where are
some young men whose imagination will
be stirred by the challenge of our own
mission Board, to respond to the call to
advance Christ's kingdom in heathen darkness in lands for which we are responsible?
Christian friends, how can we fail to be
stirred as we pick up another magazine
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, Should not all this add up to result in
greater appreciation and emphasis concerning our Blessed Hope, the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord! And a most
careful consideration of our plans and
methods of service "to this present age,
our calling to fulfil"; that we may be
found "faithfully occupying _ until He
come!"
Is not Communism the devil's counterfeit of Christ's Kingdom? Is it not an
effort to by-pass Christianity, to achieve
she promised blessings of the Millenium
ignoring the Cross and denying the Christ,
who alone has the provision for transforming the heart of sinful man, without which
no such Utopian ideal for society as they
promise can ever be realized?
Such a State as they desire is promised
when "The Prince of Peace" shall be
crowned "King of Kings and Lord of
Lords". "He shall reign," Then" every
man shall sit down under his own vine and
fig tree," "the lion shall lie down with
the lamb . . . the suckling child shall play
upon the hole of an asp," "men shall
beat their swords into ploughshares, . . .
they shall not learn war any more," and
"righteousness shall cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea."
0 , glory to God, haste the day! Prepare
our hearts to be useful in ushering in this
age by proclaiming His gospel in just as
many of the far corners of this darkened
earth as it is within our power to reach!
Forbid, Lord, that we should be so foolishly absorbed with "building our barns
greater, for our much goods" and forget
the urgency of the "Go ye . . . ", unmindful that our Lord has told us that," this
Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then . . . " "The" desire of
all nations" shall be realized!
Have we failed? Is that why Communism is winning the world with its lying
delusion?
Father forgive wherein this is so.
" . . FAITH IN AN UTTER
FRAUD . . . "
This comes from II Thess. 2:4-12 translated by Phillips: "The Lawless man is
produced by the spirit of evil and armed
with all the force, wonders and signs, that
falsehood can devise. To those involved
in this dying world he will come with
evil's undiluted power to deceive, for they
have refused to love the truth which could
have saved them. God sends upon them,
therefore, the full force of evil's delusion,
so that they put their faith in an utter
fraud— and meet an inevitable judgment
of all who have refused to believe the
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truth and who have made evil their playfellow."
Does the German student see this as he
writes? " . . . when a communist says 'A'
he means ' B ' ; when he says 'black' he
means 'white', or when he says 'up' he
means 'down'. 'Freedom' doesn't mean
'freedom' at a l l ; it means 'slavery'. 'Peace'
doesn't mean peace, it means 'war' ".
Or is that what was heard at a recent
-Conference in the West when a learned
doctor gave a challenging address in which
he declared with emphasis: "We must advance in the field of evangelism as well as
in education." Then suddenly he uncovered
himself with the statement:" I do not suppose there is a preacher here who would
join the old revival preachers of Methodism in affirming that men who were not
converted were eternally dammed. Damnation is a lost word in Methodism." Surely his "evangelism" doesn't mean the
spreading of the evangel, "which could
have saved them" from damnation. What
does it mean?
IT'S HAPPENING IN CHINA
It is announced that fifteen Churchsponsored universities will be taken over
by the government, with the assurance that
this "agrarian reform with its leadership
of humanity-loving peasants," was sympathetic to missionary activities and that
it is being done "to protect the people's
rights." and that "all missionary activities must be removed from imperialistic
and bureaucratic control of capitalism."
Which means exactly what it doesn't say.
Even the liberal Church leadership doesn't
seem to understand this. A sincere Christian Missionary remarks, "The danger now
facing Chinese churches is not so much
physical persecution as it is spiritual disintegration and cowardly surrender, in that
we may yield to the temptation to accept
half-slavery."

Receiving the Holy Ghost
(Continued from page seven)
the way to the tree of life had been closed
by a flaming sword, turning every way
(Gen. 3:24), in the hands of God's servants. Now, the tongue of fire was to open
up the way whereby every sinner might
be brought to the cross, the gospel tree
of life.
But the baptism of fire brings not only
power, but love. Divine fire is nothing
else than pure love. This baptism opens
one's eyes to see the lost, perishing conditions .,of unsaved souls, and fills one's
heart with love that constrains one to go
and seek to save them. And this love will
be victorious. For love is the power that
melts the hearts of men. Love alone can
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'AND IF I PERISH, I PERISH"
7

. O. Winger

HUS spake the most noble Queen recorded in the Bible. Owing to Haman's
hatred and the King's love of money the
Jew's were to be destroyed- Condemned,
despised and forgotten were they when
Esther's uncle asked her to make supplication to the King for her people. With
united fasting and p r a y e r she acted,
though with great risk to her own life.
Her final answer was, "And if I perish, I
perish." God worked this out bringing
sweeping victory to a weak people, thus
fear and respect were restored to the Jews.

T

Today, dear readers, the professing
church is in shameful disgrace lacking in
respect and power. Money or love of
money cannot hinder our forward march
if we contact God as the Jew's did in
Esther's time, and if we stir up ourselves
to take hold of our God. His hand is not
shortened that it cannot save today.
Too many are sleeping as Jonah did,
heedless of threatening disaster, when the
heathen in his day and our's look for
help. What voice can arouse us to ask for
cleansing as Isaiah did, so that with clean
lips we may say, "Here am I, send m e ? "

God has said, "Go ye." Earth's needy
and hungry have been calling. Missionaries, statesmen and army officials say,
now is the time to act. Giving the Gospel
which our Saviour died to give us, will
save the heathen, and ourselves from later
fighting those whom we should have evangelized. Money or seeming impossibilities
could not hinder such as Esther, Abraham,
Joseph, Paul, John Knox, George Muller,
and a cloud of other witnesses- Their reward was glorious and their testimony
would be "We would gladly do it again."
Then why the lack of vision today when
people are perishing and things are going
from bad to worse? Christianity is at
stake. We either go forward or stand still
and die.
Pray that God may arouse us so that
many will get the vision and burden even
as Moses had, when he prayed God to
smite him but save the people, and Paul
asking to be accursed so that Israel could
be saved. Yes and as Queen Esther saying, "And if I perish, I perish." God has
promised. He will not fail. Let us act
now and do our part ere it is too late.
—Grantham, Pa.
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draw sinners to Him against whom they
have sinned. Love alone can show them
something of God in this world. If we
would be fishers of men, our hearts must
thus be filled with this pure, glowing, divine fire of love.
And we may be filled! The Holy One
of Israel does come with fire to our hearts
even now! The way He dealt with these
early disciples proves that He has power
to turn poor sinners into flames of fire
(Heb. 1:7) by the Holy Ghost- The baptism of fire may be an accomplished fact
in our experience, and not merelv the
theme of an oft-repeated but unanswered
praver.
Have I had a personal Pentecost? Is
the fire really kindled in my soul? Does
it constrain me with love to dying, perishing souls? Have I this heart-likeness to
Christ? Halleluiah! if Christ has thus
baptized you! But if not. tarry, and "ye
shall be bantized with the Holv Ghost not
many days hence."—The Alliance
Weekly.
If there be anything I do, if there be
anything I leave undone, let me be perfect
in prayer.—Henry Martyn.
1 «t»
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A man who does not know how to learn
from his mistakes turns the best schoolmaster out of his life—Henry
Ward
Beecher.

The Gift of Love
By F. H. Splies

W

E SPEAK of the Christmas story as
one, and yet it is made up of the
several accounts, and especially the two
taken from the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke. It has been suggested that in Matthew we have the story from Joseph's viewpoint, while in Luke we have the story as
told by Mary. All these accounts are interesting as they tell of the Christ's coming and purpose in coming. But there is
one other account of the Christmas story,
and it is what I like to think of as the
story told by the Lord Jesus Himself.
The Shortest, Sublimest

Story

The Lord Jesus is in conversation with a
ruler of the Jews about some of the deep
things of God and His kingdom. The ruler
finds it hard to fully understand. And so
the Lord Jesus in one simple statement,
gives the whole story. They are the simplest words, yet the grandest, and tell the
sweetest story ever told on this earth. The
Lord tells His own story, why He ever came
to earth. It is in the heart of the gospel,
the whole of the gospel. No sentence in
all human literature ancient and modern
can compare with this statement that Jesus
Christ made to Nicodemus that night when
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He said: "For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
Is that not a beautiful version of the
story of the coming of Jesus Christ into
this w r orld? It is hard to know where to
begin, for it has to do with all of God, all
of the world, and all of time. But there
is one thought that I would very much like
to bring as a Christmas blessing.
There is a saying. "The gift without the
giver is bare." which means, I believe,
that the value of the gift lies not in the
gift alone; it gets its value from the giver.
At Christmas time we think a good deal
about Jesus Christ, God's gift to men, and
it is fitting that we do give our thoughts to
this gift. But this time I would direct
your thoughts to God who gave that gift.
And I would hold forth this gem of a text
so that you may see especially God's love.
Why Christ Came
I like the way Jesus Christ tells this
story of His coming. He tells it so as to
show God's love.
You recall the story of Joseph being
sold into Egypt by his brothers. When the
day came that Joseph made himself known
to them, the brothers feared because of the
part they had had in sending him to
Egypt. But Joseph said: "Be not grieved
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold
me hither: for God did send me before
you to preserve life" (Genesis 4 5 : 5 ) .
Here is love covering the sins of his
brothers.
So when Jesus Christ tells of His being
on earth, He covers up the part we had in
bringing Him here. You and I know why
He came. It was because of our sin. But
He says, "God loves you so, that is why I
came." You and I know how God gave
Him, not in the midst of an adoring group
in Bethlehem, in a bed that love had made,
but at Calvary in the midst of a howling
mob, on a cross that hate had erected. But
in telling the story our shameful part in
that whole transaction is covered up. He
says, "God gave." He is willing that it
shall appear alone that God gave. Does
not your heart burn within you as you
read, "God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son," and you see how
He has thrown His mantle of love over
our shameful part?
Again, we know why it was necessary
that He be given as He was given. We
know the story behind that word "perish."
Yet not a word is said as to why we were
perishing. Love does not stop to lecture
on how we came to that state through our
own fault, our own sin. God knows the
whole story, yet when the story is told,
Jesus Christ says,, "God saw you were
perishing, and rushed to the rescue." Oh,
the love that considers not the cause of
the suffering and the shame, but rushes to
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the rescue; and not alone saves from danger, but makes eternally secure with everlasting life!
A Gift That Includes The Giver
But there is something else that this
story brings. It is hard to state, but what
I want to say is that when God gave Jesus
Christ, He gave His love and Himself. God
and His gift are one. We cannot take the
gift without the Giver. Any illustration
will be inadequate, but perhaps this will
help to convey what I mean.
Christmas is always a time of joy. Each
year brings with it new joy and other
gifts. But in the life of some this year, as
in former years for others, there will be
something to make this Christmas one to
be remembered and this year's gift, one
never to be forgotten.
This Christmas, God stands before the
world again and He says, "I love you.
Won't you accept My love, and be Mine?"
My friend, won't you believe God and accept the love He offers? How? By taking
the gift. Jesus Christ, and giving yourself
to God to love Him, and obey Him, and
be true to Him forever.
God's offer is a gift of love and of Himself. We may not trifle with the love He
offers or think to take the gift without
Him. He offers His love in His gift, and
in response we give our love and ourselves.
—"Christmas

Time"

News Notes
IV-E is the Proper Class for COs
Men who are conscientiously opposed to
all forms of military service are again
warned to seek Class IV-E. Recently a
number of local boards have been changing
men from Class IV-E to Class II-C. Some
of these men have asked whether "they
should appeal for Class IV-E.
In view of these inquiries a new interpretation of this question has been secured
from the National Headquarters of Selec-
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tive Service. This word confirms the information which has been followed until
now. The letter says, "If a registrant who
claims a IV-E status is placed in III-A or
II-C, it is natural to assume that eitherj the
local "board considered the evidence pertaining to the IV-E status was insufficient or
that the local board did not consider the
evidence in the proper order as specified in
Section 1623.2. When a conscientious objector classified in a higher class than IV-E
believes he is entitled to a IV-E classification, he may exercise his rights of appeal.
Assurance by a local board to the effect that when a registrant is classified in the
most obvious class and that his claim for a
IV-E status will be considered later, does
not necessarily insure a IV-E classification
in the event of a reconsideration. The question of accepting the higheri deferred classification is a matter for the registrant to
decide."
This confirms that while some local
boards say that Class II-C is all right and
that due consideration fori Class IV-E will
be given later, and some men accept this
information as sufficient, the fact remains
that this policy is not according to Selective
Service Regulations; and the registrant
who accepts II-C on III-A rather than IV-E
does so with some risk. The only security
he has is the assurance of the board, which
although honestly given, may not stand
legally since it is contrary to the Regulations. If the board persists in giving Class
II-C rather than IV-E, the very minimum
that a registrant should insist on is a written statement from the board, to the effect
that Class IV-E is not denied thereby—an
oral statement to this effect should under
no mircumstance be considered sufficient. In
statement from the board, to the effect that
Class IV-E is not thereby denied—an oral
statement to this effect should under no
circumstance be considered sufficient. In
any case, it is best to appeal for Class IV-E
and secure this status as early as possible.
(The only exception to this rule is in the
case of men under the special doctors'
draft, in which the classification scheme is
different. Details on this are available upon
request.)
Hospital Protected from Flood
On November 19 a sudden flood threatened damage to the MCC Mental Hospital
building which is now near completion at
Reedley, California. When the water began to approach the hospital, a call was
made for twenty five men with shovels to
make a levee sufficient to hold the water
back until a bull-dozer could be brought
to the scene, with which a four-foot bank
was then built. By the next morning the
watep was again within the banks of the
nearby Kings River, from which this hospital project, Kings View Homes, received
its name. The emergency work of the
volunteers h e l p e d to prevent possible
serious damage, particularly to the foundation. Damage to the farm orchard and
vineyard on the hospital property was
only slight.

